3rd centile. In our case height lay between the 3rd and 10th centiles and weight was below the 3rd centile. In previous cases height has usually been between the 25th and 50th centiles with 3 exceptions: the cases of Ricci et al (1968) and Kesaree and Woolley (1963) being less than the 3rd centile for height while the patient of de Grouchy et al (1968) was above average height. The weights showed no consistent features. In every case (where given) except our own (in which the ratio was of a child aged 3+ years) and that of Ricci et al (1968) , the ratios of upper to lower segment were less than 1 00 showing that the legs were abnormally long.
The skin creases on the palms and soles were not markedly abnormal in our case, but in Kesaree and Woolley's case (1963) there was a simian crease, which is not necessarily of much significance. In view of the findings of a murmur in the present case it is of interest that a patent ductus arteriosus was found by Brody et al (1967) and Kesaree and Woolley (1963) .
In conclusion, it would appear that no charac- Examination of the frequency distribution of sex chromatin bodies and 'hot' Xs shows that each supernumerary X appears to be acting independently in respect of interphase condensation and DNA synthesis.
Triple X Female and a Down's Syndrome Offspring
The triple X female has been characterized by the variability of her physical findings (Harnden and Jacobs, 1961; Telfer et al, 1970) . Less attention has been given to the variability of her mental abilities While many of the reported patients with the triple X syndrome have had reduced intelligence, this finding is probably due to a biased selection of patients . Many of the initial reports about these females came from institutions for the mentally retarded where mass screening was performed. Our patient is one of the few observed with normal intelligence; however, it is suspected that there are many more like her in the general population. Incidence at birth of this trisomic state is between 1-4 and 1-8 per 1000 live births (Maclean, Harnden, and Court Brown, 1961) . Such a high frequency of this trisomic condition would indicate that there are many more triple X females in the general population than can be accounted for in institutions for the mentally retarded.
To our knowledge this is the first example of a triple X female giving birth to a child with a chromosomal abnormality. While a number of triple X females have given birth, the offspring have been chromosomally normal. It is not possible to determine if this triple X mother was at an increased risk of giving birth to a child with Down's syndrome. Examples of 2 chromosomal abnormalities in the same individual are well documented (Smith, 1970 
